
August 2015 
Dear KGP Parents, 
 
Welcome to Baker kindergarten! My name is Kristin Galop and I am thrilled to have your child in my 
kindergarten class this year!  This will be my eleventh year teaching at Baker School, having worked as both 
a special education teacher and kindergarten teacher.  I hope you are excited about the year ahead in 
kindergarten, as it is a year that is vital in establishing a love of learning in each child.  
 
I hope this letter finds you healthy and relaxed after a terrific summer.   I have been spending my own 
summer days with my 2 ½ year old daughter, Tessa, and my husband.  We traveled to Cape Cod, Long 
Island, and Kennebunkport, ME.  We have also been busy unpacking (we moved into a new house!) and 
getting ready to welcome a new baby at the end of October!   
 
Once I have the baby, I will be taking a maternity leave for the remainder of the school year.  We are thrilled 
that Ms. Nicole Poutasse will be taking over as lead teacher.  Ms. Poutasse has spent the past two years 
working as a paraprofessional in Mrs. Stein’s kindergarten classroom while she completed her Master’s 
Degree in Literacy from Lesley University.  Ms. Poutasse also holds a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education.  Ms. Poutasse will begin the school year working in my room as the classroom paraprofessional, 
which will allow her to get to know every child and family, leading to a seamless transition for everyone.  She 
already knows the Brookline kindergarten curriculum, as she has been an asset to the kindergarten team for 
the past two years!  I could not be more excited about this arrangement, as I have full faith in Ms. Poutasse’s 
ability to lead a classroom.  FYI - Typically, my classroom is referred to as KG (kindergarten-Galop), but this 
year we will be KGP (kindergarten-Galop/Poutasse). 
 
The first day of kindergarten is quickly approaching and I know that this can be a source of excitement and 
worry.  The jump from pre-school to kindergarten can be big, but I assure you that I will do everything I can 
to make the transition smooth.  Please consider dropping by for a few minutes during our “Sneak Peek” on 
Wednesday, September 2, between 1:00-2:00 p.m. with your child to meet me and Ms. Poutasse, and 
familiarize your child with his/her classroom.  Our classroom is located in the kindergarten wing; the most 
direct entrance is located to the left of the main entrance to the school.  
 
According to Brookline policy, we will have a staggered, half-day opening for the first two days of 
kindergarten.  Students will be dismissed at 12:30pm.  Students with last names A-G will attend on Thursday, 
September 3 and students with last names H-Z on Friday, September 4.  This helps to ease the transition for 
children, as they are able to familiarize themselves with new routines and surroundings in a more intimate 
setting.  All kindergartners will attend full days of school beginning on Tuesday, September 8.   
 
Please send your child to school with a daily healthy, nut-free snack and lunch beginning the first day.  
Please pack snack and lunch in separate, clearly labeled bags, as to eliminate any confusion over what is to 
be eaten at each meal.  We will eat lunch in our classroom on the first day of school.  Information regarding 
lunchtime in the cafeteria will be sent home on the first day of school.  
 
This letter is the beginning of much communication.  Communication between school and home is vital in 
ensuring a successful school experience.  Please take a few minutes to complete and return the enclosed 
Student Information Questionnaire.  I can’t thank you enough for taking the time to do this as I really value 
your input.  You can either leave it in my mailbox in the main office, or bring it to the classroom during the 
“sneak peek.”  A school supply list is also provided on the back of this letter.  More information about KGP 
can be found on our class website, http://bakerkg.weebly.com/ and blog, http://bakerkg.weebly.com/blog. 
 
Ms. Poutasse and I look forward to making kindergarten fun, exciting and memorable for you and your child.   
We are going to have a fantastic year in KGP and we can’t wait to get started!  Until then, enjoy the 
remaining days of summer! 
 
All my best, 
Kristin Galop 
 
Kristin_galop@brookline.k12.ma.us 
Follow us on Twitter!  @KG_BakerSchool 
 
	  



	  


